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Series Introduction 
 
 
 
This Cardiphonia series is presented to provide pastoral counsel with pastoral 
heart for today’s Christian. This is part of my intentional pastoral commitment 
to serve more effectively the theological and character growth of those in my 
care.  I’ve created this medium to help shine more of the whole counsel of God 
into your hearts.  
 
With its title derived from two Greek words—one meaning heart and the other 
sounds—our Cardiphonia series expresses the heart sounds of the pastoral 
leadership of Trinity Fellowship Church. In the course of life and ministry, 
pastors hear God speak through Word and circumstance, and gain perspective 
for the lives of those entrusted to their care. As they meditate on God’s Word 
and care for God’s people, God places within their hearts passions, burdens 
and joys that are intended for God’s church. The Cardiphonia booklets 
attempt to serve both the pastoral team and the congregation of TFC by 
transferring such joys and concerns from our hearts to yours.  
 
I offer this series in faith that God will bless any truth it expresses and will 
guard His church from any error that might creep in. I present it with the 
prayer that it will help provide more spiritual food for the Lord’s flock in ways 
that will bless and strengthen those I love. May the blessing of God rest upon 
you as you hear these heart sounds expressed. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Tim Shorey 
Senior Pastor 
Trinity Fellowship Church 
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Gospel Centered Living from A-Z 

 
Based on Galatians 2:14, we know that there is a way that is keeping in step with 
the truth of the gospel. The gospel of Jesus Christ has truth and life implications for 
every step we ever take. The gospel is not just a message for us at the beginning of 
our Christian faith, but provides foot prints for us to follow and walk in, throughout 
all of life. Timothy Keller has written:  
 

In Galatians 2:14, Paul lays down a powerful principle. He deals with Peter’s 
racial pride and cowardice by declaring that he was not living “in line with 

the truth of the gospel”. From this we see that the Christian life is a process of 
renewing every dimension of our life-- spiritual, psychological, corporate, 

social--by thinking, hoping, and living out the “lines” or ramifications of the 
gospel. The gospel is to be applied to every area of thinking, feeling, relating, 

working, and behaving. 
 

We believe this to be true. And as one of your pastors, I rejoice to read and answer 
the challenge of another pastor in this regard. Responding to the question, “What is 
the most crying need in the church today?” Mike Bullmore writes: 
 

Not just a biblical/theological literacy but a functioning biblical/theological 
literacy, especially a functioning gospel. I believe a local church is healthy to 
the degree that: 1) its pastor-teachers are able—accurately, effectively and 
broadly—to bring the gospel to bear specifically into the real lives of the 

people; and 2) its people have a deep personal understanding of and a deep 
personal appreciation for the gospel so as to be able to live in the good of the 

gospel daily.  
One of the greatest challenges, yet one of the most important tasks, of pastoral 
ministry is to help people actually see the connections between the gospel and 
the thinking and behavior that make up their everyday lives. We know well the 

centrality of the gospel message but in order for it to have a functional 
centrality it must be clearly, carefully and consistently connected to the real 

issues—issues of thought and conduct—of people’s lives. This kind of ministry 
is most greatly needed. 

 
As I have studied the Bible, I have seen that this kind of application of the gospel to 
everyday life, and all-of-life circumstances, is exactly what the writers of Scripture 
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do. In the following presentation, I have tried to create a way for you to get a big 
picture of what this looks like. I’ve collected 26 examples of how the gospel relates 
to specific areas of life. Many more examples could have been found, but I give you 
these for your joy. 
 
You will see that the gospel either motivates or encourages or corrects or inspires 
the heart toward faith and godliness and joy in all these ways and more. In each text 
cited the gospel is either implicitly or explicitly applied to all these aspects of life. 
Check them all out and see the glory of gospel truth.  I hope you find Gospel 
Centered Living from A-Z a helpful encouraging, and uplifting read. Please receive 
it as an expression of my love for both the gospel and for you. 
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A-mazed Wonder 
                                            Psalm 8:4 

…what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man 
that you care for him? 

 
                                     1 Timothy 1:14-17 

… and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in 
Christ Jesus. The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ 

Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. But I 
received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might 

display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for 
eternal life. To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and 

glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

2 Corinthians 9:15 
Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift! 

 
1 John 3:1 

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children 
of God; and so we are. 

 
B-old neediness 

Romans 8:32 
He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not 

also with him graciously give us all things? 
 

Hebrews 4:14-16 
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, 
the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest 

who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has 
been tempted as we are, yet without sin.  Let us then with confidence draw near to 
the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 

need. 
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C-easeless praise 
Revelation 5:9, 10, 13 

And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open 
its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from 

every tribe and language and people and nation, and you have made them a 
kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.” 

Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders 
the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of 

thousands, saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive 
power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” 

Ephesians 1:3-7 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,  even as he chose us in 

him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless 
before him. In love he predestined us  for adoption through Jesus Christ, according 

to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has 
blessed us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the 

forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace… 

 
D-ying grace 
Hebrews 2:14, 15 

Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook 
of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the 

power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death 
were subject to lifelong slavery. 

 
Romans 8:38, 39 

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. 
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E-ternal Assurance 

                                       Romans 8:35-39 
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, “For 
your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be 

slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 
loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. 
 

John 10:11, 27-29 
I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. My 

sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, 
and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, 
who has given them to me,  is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out 

of the Father's hand. 
 

F-orgiving Mercy 
                                        Ephesians 4:32 

Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ 
forgave you. 

 
                                        Matthew 18:33 

And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you? 
 

                               G-lorious Transformation 
                              2 Corinthians 3:17-4:1, 4-6 

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
freedom. And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being 

transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another.  For this 
comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 
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Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. In their 
case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them 

from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God. For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with 

ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out of 
darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 

God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 

H-umble Leadership 
                                     Matthew 20:25-28 

But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles 
lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. It shall not be 
so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant,  and 

whoever would be first among you must be your slave,  even as the Son of Man 
came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 

I-mpartial Welcome 
Romans 15:7 

Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
 

Ephesians 2:13-19 
But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has 
broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of 
commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in 

place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body 
through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. And he came and preached peace to 
you who were far off and peace to those who were near. For through him we both 

have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and 
aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of 

God… 
(See also Galatians 1:11-14) 
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Acts 10:34 
So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. 
 

J-oy Unspeakable 
1 Peter 1:8, 9 

Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you 
believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 

obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
 

K-nowledge Pursuit 
2 Peter 3:18 

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him 
be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

 
1Timothy 1:10b, 11 

…sound doctrine, in accordance with the glorious gospel of the blessed God with 
which I have been entrusted. 

 

L-iving Sacrifice 
Romans 12:1 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as 
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 

 
Romans 14:7-9 

For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. If we live, we live to 
the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we 
die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be 

Lord both of the dead and of the living. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:14, 15 
For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has 

died for all, therefore all have died; and he died for all, that those who live might no 
longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. 
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M-arital Devotion 
                                     Ephesians 5:25-27 

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 
her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with 

the word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. 

 
Ephesians 5:22, 23 

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.  For the husband is the head of 
the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 
 

N-o Condemnation 
Romans 5:1; 8:1, 34 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we  have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 

Christ Jesus…Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than 
that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding 

for us. 
 

O-pen Confession 
1 John 1:9; 2:1, 2 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the 
sins of the whole world. 

 

P-arental Confidence 
Acts 16:31 

And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 
household.” 

 
Isaiah 54:10, 13 

For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love shall 
not depart from you, and my covenant of peace shall not be removed,” 



 11 

says the LORD, who has compassion on you. All your children shall be taught by the 
LORD, and great shall be the peace of your children. 

 
Jeremiah 32:38, 39 

And they shall be my people, and I will be their God. I will give them one heart and 
one way, that they may fear me forever, for their own good and the good of their 

children after them. 
 

Psalm 103:17 
But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who 

fear him, and his righteousness to children's children. 
 

Q-uest for Godliness 
Titus 2:11-14 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to 
renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and 

godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the 
glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem 
us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession 

who are zealous for good works. 
 

R-econciling Humility 
Philippians 2:1-8 

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation 
in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same 

mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from 
rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let 

each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 
others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,  who, 
though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 

grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant,  being born in the 
likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 

obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
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S-acrificial Love 
1 John 3:16 

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down 
our lives for the brothers. 

 
1 John 4:7-11 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been 
born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God,  

because God is love. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God  
sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, 

not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 

another. 
 

T-emple Purity 
1 Corinthians 6:18-20 

Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin  a person commits is outside the body, 
but the sexually immoral person sins against his own body. Or do you not know that 

your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? 
You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your 

body. 
 

U-nflagging Zeal 
Philippians 3:7-14 

But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  Indeed, I count 
everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 

Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, 
in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of 
my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the 

righteousness from God that depends on faith— that I may know him and the power 
of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 

that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it 
my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Brothers, I do not consider 
that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
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straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

V-ictorious Hope 
1 Peter 1:2-5 

…according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the 
Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: May grace 

and peace be multiplied to you. 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great 

mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God's power are being guarded through 

faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
 

W-illing Liberality 
                                      2 Corinthians 8:9 

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for 
your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. 

 
E[X]-travagant Affections 

Luke 7:44-47 
Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I 

entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with 
her tears and wiped them with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the time I 

came in she has not ceased to kiss my feet. You did not anoint my head with oil, but 
she has anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are 

many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.” 
1 Peter 1:8 

Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you 
believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory… 

2 Samuel 6:13, 14a 
And when those who bore the ark of the LORD had gone six steps, he sacrificed an 
ox and a fattened animal. And David danced before the LORD with all his might. 
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Exodus 15:20b, 21 
Then Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a tambourine in her hand, and 

all the women went out after her with tambourines and dancing. 
 

Y-earning Evangelism 
2 Corinthian 5:18-20 

All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 

himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message 
of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal 

through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
Romans 1:14, 15 

I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the 
foolish. So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 

 
Z-estful Living 
Colossians 2:20, 21 

If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the world, why, as if you were still 
alive in the world, do you submit to regulations— “Do not handle, Do not taste, Do 

not touch”… 
1 Timothy4:1-5 

Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by 
devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, through the 

insincerity of liars whose consciences are seared, who forbid marriage and require 
abstinence from foods that God created to be received with thanksgiving by those 

who believe and know the truth. For everything created by God is good, and 
nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, for it is made holy by 

the word of God and prayer. 
 

Ecclesiastes 9:7-9a 
Go, eat your bread in joy, and drink your wine with a merry heart, for God has 

already approved what you do. Let your garments be always white. Let not oil be 
lacking on your head. Enjoy life with the wife whom you love, all the days of your 
vain life that he has given you under the sun, because that is your portion in life and 

in your toil at which you toil under the sun. 
 


